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A Study on the Environmental Consciousness and the
Selective Factors for Environmental Conservation Actions:
Focusing on the Analysis of the Environmental Consciousness of
High School Students

Akinori Hosaka

Abstract

This paper explores the formative factors of the environmental consciousness of high school stu-
dents by analyzing the relations between the consciousness and actions for environmental conserva-
tion.

From the viewpoint of the formation of pupils ~ students * environraental consciousness, the con-
cept of aims of environmental education is examined first. Secondly, the relations between pupils ~
students ~ environmental consciousness and the nature experiences are analyzed.

Finally the factors of high school students ~ consciousness of envircnmental conservation are ex-
plored based on the factor analysis.

The main findings are as follows:

(1) the quantity of nature experiences tends to correlate with actions for environmental conservation,
(2 ) there are gender differences in environmental conservation actions with the larger number of girls

more active being environmentally-oriented,
(13 ) “nature experience” and “attitude toward environment” are found as the

selective factors of environmental actions.

These findings suggest that children and young people should be immersed in nature more often to

play more active parts in environmental conservation.
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