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The classified Diary on Saiku-Gunko to Ise Shrine by
NAKAMIKADO, Munetada; translating the diary into Japanese

and explanation.

Kyoko Tokoro
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Yujo Kabuki (1)

Toshio Takano

Since Okuni from [zumo opened the door to a new entertain-
ment called ‘kabuki’ at the beginning of Edo Period, it has been
accepted by the audience of each period and been successful in
surviving in the theatrical history. The core of kabuki may be the
spirit of ‘kabuku’, literally meaning ‘slanting’, a kind of gene
which is transmitted across generations.

Although the history of kabuki in Edo Period underwent the
government’s interventions several times, the change from
Okuni’s Kabuki to Yujo Kabuki was promoted by the audience’s
free choice. As Okuni repeated the similar performance every
time, her audience quickly felt bored and began to look for
something new. The audience who frequented to theaters were
noisy and unmannerly even during the performance, quite
different from the few elites who had enjoyed Noh in the medieval
times. But they were the ones who had money enough to spend

for their own pleasure and it was the house of prostitutes that

quickly took advantage of such need of the audience. If they were
bored of just looking at dancing on the stage, then they could be
entertained more, after the stage, in a different place, with
prostitutes who had danced a while ago. This is what was
prepared for the new rich by the house of prostitutes.

The present paper will discuss the spirit of ‘slanting’ from its
original state in Okuni’s Kabuki to its newly changed style in Yujo
Kabuki. 1t is hoped that charactristics of the new audience arisen
among populace in Edo Period will be made clear in the whole
volume which will appear in the four successive issues of the

Bulletin.
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