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An Analysis to Understand the “Waiting for
the Husband Cloud”Tradition of the Bai
People

Midori Niijima

The Bai people of Yunnan Province in Chine have many
beautiful traditions. The “Waiting for Husband Cloud” is very
famous among them. Some scholars say that the tradion
originated in the Tang Dynasty, when the Bai people had their
own kingdom known as Nanzhao. The story has been passed
down from generation to generation in both written and oral
accounts. In this paper I review the research of Chinese
scholars, and examine the process through which the “Waiting

for the Husband Cloud” traditon developed.

Key words
Bai people, China, Chinese ethnography, Chinese minorities,

legends, Mengjiangnii, Nanzhao, traditions
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