BT 2 EFR—5 & BOERO R A—

BHOEEICET A3
b &l O i 0 R A

ok %

The Structure of Motherhood in Japan-
An Examination of the Conversion of ‘BA’ and ‘KO’

Minoru Katou

In this paper I will attempt to shed some light on the structure of motherhood in Japan. Japanese
society is said to be a motherhood society. Western European society is said to be a fatherhood
society. In Japanese motherhood society the individual is controlled in the extreme, and the will of the
‘BA’ (occasion) detemines conduct. When one is born within a ‘BA’ (situation) he is raised by the
force of its inherent circumstances. Parents do not raise chidren on their own, and parents’
individuality is not reflected in Japanese education.

As children grow up it becomes necessary that they become independent from their parents.
However in Japanese society, even as children grow up, parents do not show a change in attachment to
their offspring. This is the reason Japanese children’s individuation is sometimes obstructed. In order
to obvert this effect, in Japanese society, it becomes necessary to change a child’s ‘BA’ (surroundings).
The child is taken out from under the parent’s roof and moved to a new ‘BA’ (situation), but in that
process one principle can be observed. The principle is, the transfer from ‘BA’ to ‘BA’ occurs
according to individual will. Once the child enters a new ‘BA’, the will of that ‘BA’ becomes
paramount.

I can this phenomenon the conversion of ‘BA’ (situation) and ‘KO’ (individual).

This principle of the conversion of ‘BA’ (situation) and ‘KO’ (individual) can be made clear by an
analysis of Japanese fables. The Japanese fable that I have chosen to analyze in this paper is called
“Shinto kumaru’.

This is a Japanese fable that has been handed down from ancient times, and that was told to large

audiences within temple precincts.
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