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Izumo-no-Okuni (3)

Toshio Takano

Soon after Okuni’s great success sa an excellent Kabuki
dancer in Kitano Tenjin Shrine in Kyoto in 1603, there appeared
many bands of Kabuki performers, called Yujo Kabuki, meaning
the prostitute’s Kabuki, because the dancers were all prostisutes.
They imitated Okuni’s dance but their performance was not for
the dance per se but to invite the male audience to their houses
after the performance. Such perfomance won a big applause from
men and spread rapidly in the whole country ; thus, Okuni’s
authentic dancing came to lose the favor of audience and she was
forced to leave Kyoto and had to perform in the countryside.

Yujo Kabuki was simply one of the ways to advertise houses
of prostitutes, but it enjoyed a for bigger prosperity than Okuni
Kabuki and this change in the favor of audience gave a great
influence in the later history of Kabuki. The present paper aims
to see the gennine characteristics of Okuni Kabuki in contrast of
Yujo Kabuki with a focus on the audience and their change of

favor in the theater.
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