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Back-channels in the First Encounter Conversation between Two Persons

OTSUKA, Yoko

Abstract

Otsuka (2011, 2014, 2015) have investigated how vocal back-channels are used in Japanese first-
encounter conversations among three males. In this paper, not only vocal back-channels, but also non-
vocal backchannels will be investigated, specifically in a Japanese first-encounter conversation between
two males. We will show that the non-vocal backchannels play a very important role in the constructing the

interpersonal relationship in the Japanese conversation.
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