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Function of Back-channels and Discourse Development
in Conversation among Three Persons

Yoko OTSUKA

Abstract

The different back-channels are used in the different positions, based on the understandability of the
whole meaning of the speaker’s utterances. The purpose of this study is to examine what kinds of back-
channel are used in a first-encounter conversation among three males, and to analyze the function of each back
-channel, from the perspective of the understandability of the whole meaning.

The Japanese back-channels are divided into three groups: one is the back-channels which are used when
the listener can understand or predict the whole meaning of the speaker’s utterance, the second is the back-
channels which are more often used when the listener can understand or predict the whole meaning, and the

last is the back-channels which are used at various degrees of understandability.
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