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Definitions to the Terminologies Used in Beijing
at the Turn of the 20" Century

Liu, Yizhi

Abstract

The grammar and words used in newspaper articles in Beijing in the late 19" century and early 20"
century were those of the everyday conversational diction of that time, whether they were news articles,
editorials, opinions, commentaries, or novels. As the Chinese language evolves, these words and their
meanings are becoming extinct to such extents that they cannot even be found in today’s dictionaries. This

paper will provide a definition and an explanation to some of these lost words.
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