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Abstract

Hongloumeng is one of the Chinese Four Great Classical Novels. It was composed sometime in the
middle of the 18th century. Because there is no author’s name on the novel, it is difficult to determine who
the author is. After Hu Shi (1891-1962)’s analyses, it is generally agreed that Cao Xueqin wrote the first
80 chapters and Gao E wrote the last 40 chapters. Analyzing the novel more thoroughly, however, I come
to the conclusion that most of the first 80 chapters were written by Cao Fu, not Cao Xueqin. I have also

solved the puzzle of “jinling 12 chai (jinling 12 beauties) poetry”.
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