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Verb Phrases in Japanese and English

Satomi NIWA

Abstract

Various grammatical differences in structures and behaviors have been observed between Japanese and

English. This short paper first looks into the differences seen in the formal representation of Aspect and that

of tense in embedded sentences in both languages, especially focusing on the items appear as aspect, and then

argues that the apparent differences in Japanese and English on the sentence structures for Aspect and tense

in embedded sentences can be explained with the existent structures and different parameter application.
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 ��! ��!�"�#�$%&'()*+,�-./�-0���12�3��456 ��!�
789'3�:;<=>?@A67��	
��B0=*%&2CDEF*3�0�GHI��+
,JDK����LM$3�*6NODPQRS��T@
?��"�#'7U����=�
+,'HI�?�VW6%&
X�B0YZ��?�B0?[� \��!����]
X^Y_`0���HIW�*a�Q����b#'+,JD�B'6%&
X�B0?[�
����]X^Y_`0���HIW�*a�Q�B0�P'VcDde�6�3��6"
�#'fGD_`^Y]X^�g�D�h�iC?�� ��!�6./j��?�6kl�1
���$'�3��B'm�no�$Gpq�r���B0D>��

��� ���
b#'+,j0sN?89J0't��u'fGDvwxQ��

� ��I lost my key.

��I have lost my key.

�*1���:;<�6789Dy�?��=0�GB0�3-6B'm�� ��! ��!0$
h�zeB0�{|����&?*
6 ��!�89':;<D}��{|�$'�6sN?
89JRS�~����B0&
6PQ*2C[G?����'&6>?@AP'?��y
D}��2C[�?k�D3�'&6D}���h�����?�0�GB0*6b#�#�
�D���xQ��456 ��!�89Dy�?��B0*%
&'J�2CD��*3��0�
GB0�b#�#�����>��2CD��*3���689':;<D}��{|���D
$&&@
� have0�G2CJ�$}�(�*�'�D:���'�3��
"�#D}�������06����fGD6"�#D�B'fG?J��?~�MS�

iC?����6+,J0�@Q�7UA���=7U����=�6�&D%&�T
��0�GHI�~@Q�*6z�DVWDf��7%&X�B0�Z��?�B0��
���=0�G�������}B0&
h�z40��� �¡#0?���
��6b#'+,jD�6����7+,=n¢Du'�D£¤�7¥¦=7§¨=7©ª=

0�GHI*3��

� ��My sister has gone to Austria to study music. ¥¦!
��I have never been to the Rockies. §¨!
«�We have lived here since�	
�.  ©ª!

 ��!�7/�����¥¦6¬BBD�?��®�¯°�D��=0�GHID?�� ��!
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過去 未来現在

ある出来事がおこった

現在過去

ある出来事がおこった

過去 未来現在

ある出来事

������������������������� !��"#$%&'�(�)*�
+�,-+�.-�/0&1'2&%����34��56���"#��)7
���89:��;<89=>�?)�@A$%BCD���� E=F��B1G1(%7

� ;<89

 !*�89������34��56��)H(I��'�JKL�MN�OP�QB�R(
*�;<BS����TU*I%�&B)�QB*VAW(�)%�I%7XK89:�MN
89:B)����Q��YYBS����TU*I%�&��Z*�R([(XK�MN�H
(�'�B\G(]�)7

� MN89

� XK89

MN89��MN�OQ��JKL*R�JKL^_�MN�I%BP�BS����T
U=F��)%�&�=�`%'�Ia�XK89�MN�OQ��a;<OP�)�aXK
�OQ%JKL*�XK�I%bc��S����TU=Fd�&B)�QB=�`%'�
I%7������Q(1R([(��efg=hiB��jk�l<��)7
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過去 未来現在

ある出来事

��� ���
����	�
�����������	���	������������� !�"#

�$%&'�� ( !)*+ !�,-)-�./0&'��

� 12 I am playing the guitar.

32*I am belonging to the tennis club.

���4-�5� ( !5��6�78-)9� (�:;�<=>?@���	&5 (
 !5AB���<C�D�E%�$F&*+ !5�'�*+�;�G)&5HI�J*+K
)LM�.I���6�N�OP�8��Q�3R�AS8TUVW)8��X.���	�8�.
TU�:;�<C�E%TU�YZ�[I��
X.������	�\7��]^��_`)7�5Ja�-�)GbKJa�-�cdK)e

f>?��G�ef5ghbij,��54k@�X.lP8G)&'����6�_Nm^n
8opF&'B�X.�qr5��6�8k8-*+ !���6)7�s-k?�)t5�J9
�uv9S8��-�KwB9I�*+�_NG)g'�wk&'��

� 12 I see the beautiful ocean in front of us.

32*I am seeing the beautiful ocean in front of us.

x2 I am seeing Mary quite often lately.

� 12 Jane is a good girl.

32 Jane is being a good girl.

*+ !�Jyp�K)-S<C& see�s-k?�-�Q�1RQ�3R&5���6�N�G)5&
t@�Q�3R�VW)8���JzSK)-S ( !�<C&s-k?�-�Q�xR&5��65
{|&'��X.�J&'�K)-S*+ !� be5�Q�	1R�4-�5qr�s-k?F�7�
-�}v��Q�	3R�AS��$un&'�G)�_NTU��6�N�G)�&t��
�����	�%-�5�9�~<N�)Gb�Vr�lP&'����6&_`>?. (

��Ja�-�cdK�_`��
�>?���wk��?�-��w%
�>?.)t�5Xv
��N���&58w�.)-SG)&'��9?5�%XB�Ja�-�)GbK)-S�5�
w�'��j��kp.J�K&5'���9?5�9?��wk9?��X&;����J�K
&g'��G?5�J����6K)-S6��E�.)t��G�6����6�<C&g8
?������6�<C)g�8B�J:;K�<C���g%G)��^�'�opF&'��
���������	5��AS8<=&)kpk?�-��
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�����������be + Ving, have/has/had + V-en�����������������
������� !"���#$%&!"���'�(���������)*+,�-.�
�����/��%&#0�123$�"4���/�56�78/�!123$#9:)4�
����;����<=�>?��!����@A�>?�!0BCDE�FG�<=0H��
!I��0J����<=�>?�#$/KLMNOP�MQ�RSI��TUVW"1
X(�Y)78����Z������([!"\"]��^�(_�$����'`�>?

�������ab(0:$cd0>?�e_I�(0"I�fg/�����!hi�j<k
lTelicitym(n��Io�pq�I��Bf"1I�I�(����e_ eventr���/��s
tu,�[B:$�"�vw"I�/Vq"1Krazarl����mN Diesingl����m� eventr� stage-

level predicates�rxy(�z%&#�individual-level predicates�rxy(�%&#0��#$�
"�1I�{�0 eventr�%&�|&������!"}`h�FGkNa~k([B"1

� ��John said that his wife is pregnant.

��??John said that his wife is dancing.

� ��John said that his wife was pregnant.

��John said that his wife was dancing.

~��a���,$�0�l���m������������#�����(����)�q/�
#$�I����#$�"�q/��;VW"����I���q����!"�VW"1a�
~��a���,)l���m�����fg����)�q���������;+:),�H�
I�����#��#$�"~�V����;VW"fH�f(���#$�0��VW"1l��
�m��be pregnant���}`h��a~�V0JW"a����FG!"��VW"I�fgT
U0/�VW"1a��l���m���(��������#�������(� #$B�)
¡¢�l���m�{�0��~�9V�FGk/TUV�W"��£��l���m�{�0~��a�
��,"/�VW"1����be dancing������a~�0�Z��!fgVW"1�#$
l���m�FGk�¤¥!"TUk��dance�������Z��VW")*a~�0/�VW"
��II(��������¦§!"I�({:$¥¨"�VW"1
I�{�0 eventr�©ª�}`h�FGkNa~k�«*"�!�6��'�����/(�

��>?�¬�V�9®��������¯'�0>?�¬�a�(°�±�#$FGkNa
~k([B"²��³�$�"�vw"I��Vq"1
����´µ�¶�"I�V�	fg
(·¸#){�(�}`h�2¹47�>?�¤¥!

"I��TU(#$�"1V��I�g����%&#0��º�%&!"���I��»��
#$�"�VWo�f1I���������¼¨{�0�¬�Vq"��H�{�0½t({
"�VWo�f1
¾¿��'�(����N����������)*+,�À©����0���Á�{�

(vw"I�V~��¬([#$��������Âw"[Ã�0ÄÅ��Æ���ÇÈ(=)
#$�"�vwg�"1
��(É !"�'���Æ��/#J�ÊË�23$�"4VW"1I���X�#){

�(���zV0J2784���!" ÌV/W"1���2784��! Ì�e:$�
"�V�0J�2784��Æ�>?�;(Í*Î9�$�Æ.Ï(Ð��³�0�1Ñ:$�27
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�	&'�(�)*�+,�-./�01�#�����#���� 2���3�!"$ %
4 5%�%���	&'�(���6�78�9:�;
$���,�����# Ving��	<=��%>?�ing��	@ABC�01��DE��

6�+FGH��6;,�# beIJ� Ving�+KF�H�(�� %��LMN�%�%�+�
01�#IJ�DE��6�+O���6P4-LMN��
��"-Q6;D�6�+"R
�SHT�@A-./�D)�+UV�SHT�@A-.6)��D��6W)X��)�P4-
UV�Y�ZLMN�[\IJ��6��+-Q6;
]^N�\��#�,�+ have� V-en+KF�%_)�`a�<=-�]^N�D]^�Db

c�Dde�Dfg���_)hi%
�����FH��01�#�`a�jk�<=�[)
2�D]^�Dbc��lm#�DE�H�_)��Dde��lm#�DE)��+.6��Dfg��
lm#�D2_�E��6���	���BC9Hn#oJ�-"�6��	pq�(���6;
�������Ouhallar����s�786Ntu AspP#v w �*�x��y
�tu-.6

��tu�H�786z{+%�9��H�|	��+-Q6�78� 6;v	-.6�� 
5���-#�}~��_� Akmajian et al�r����s�IJ�������%���N#��H)
tu-#%n�IJ��K�-.6�786����6;

������-�,��lm#�LMN�]^N�� VP+tu$ 6lm��������
-�IJ�
����FH�v w +���H��Q�
���/3���n;01��lm
9��#�h��z{�G�� VP+tu$ ��6+	�]^ZLMN� VPtu��� have

� be����6IJ#�"H%�;� ��D�IJ�����6{�+�"H%�����%
>?�� �� VPtu��{�+��{�-.6���+01��,�����-.6�786
��+-Q6;



����������	


�

��� �

������������������������� !���"#$%����"�&#
'()�*��+,)�-.� DP���/#�0123456�7�89:� CP����;�
<7�=>6�?@A"#�0�B��CD�EF�#a dancing girlGHIJK�L�MNtorn pa-

perGOPQRSATUN�����0�VW���X�-.�"�YZA�����[\T]^
���6���_`aJK�� !J*�K?

@aJ#�� !3*��#�b0���(c�(A�de3(6���fg�hKJ��3
	
aJi�?

� �j�M"kh?
��jJK�M"kh?
l�jTM"kh?

� �mn�oP�poP���qM"rs3t&u!�?
��vmn�oP�K�M"rs3t&u!�?
l�mn�oPwITM"rs3t&u!�?

��Gj�N"�x��#��GoPwN"]^�����?��yh3	
6��#z{3
(6|}fg�-."#GV~N���3#GJK�N"G�`�N���aJK�����J�
A�?�T#p���q"��F)����P�?�A"#�0�]^����`C��S�K�K
������aJK�?����*�b0��0�����6������3��6�*�w�
 !SA�?�IJ#�b0�GJK�NGwIT�aTN"�`�V~��i��EZA�C�
�"�&#]^/z{�*EK�����P�|}�aJ���������?
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�$�%&�'�	
�����	(����)���*+,	-./�01�2-./�3�
4����56�7�'*+,	89����:;�<;=%>�?@A�$��:;BCD�
EF�&�'89�G����H���IJ�7��'K)��*+,	L�	���M2�	
���L*	������N9O�LP���=%�'*+,�Q��	��	RS��T	L
��=%���UV�WX��YZ[�Y��)���\;F]���^�_`�a�b��=
`��L*�;%�������,OBcd	e���2�)�fg=%�'K)��h�1	
ia�	��$�jZkj	�l^\;F]�G�_a����Zfg=%��mn`%�'
lop��q�&r%s�Ktu	����vwxy�7�
u	���_`�a�b�	��
&z�=`�{��7�|�	}~�_`�a�b�mn`%������������'4&
�X��	
�����7�����)����	����	�����	7��������
������&�'
�%�� Niwa�������������m��2�������������4���	���&�'

����4���fg�������4���	a(�������4�����"	����
���T	e������z����)�L	 �¡4�����¢r��mn����56�
7�' [±Past]�£[+Finite]��������¤u	ia�89	x�<;=%����~��T
	��fg	¥�&��¦����'T���89Z§,	������¨	©ª�«24'individual

-level predicate�7%s�¬A&������stage-level predicate�7%s���A&������
T	89�<;=%2[±Past]���¥�&����*®���¯^	x�°�±²�³´4���
�&�'�������[±Past]�µn`%��&�*+,	�¤u	ia����x	 ��h�
1	�¦�H���¶§�289	·�¸l¹º��������������4�fg	»¼
��µn2x�����l��h�1	�¦�LP�����	i	¸l½�¬¾4����&
��mn�'¿À,���\�]\2]���ÁÂwÃ�7p�T%�
u	 IP	yÄo�(		
ÁÂ�ÅÆ�µn�yÄ��EF�&�Çp�ÀÈA�¸)���T%É%;F��Ê�����
�_a=%����&�'T���¿À,	ia$�����4������4�a����"
	���ËpxÌ��zx��(	��
�����7�Í����¨�
������4�,
¤BN9O�LP�Î)������4������4����&��mn�������'¿
À,$�ia��)�L*	N9O��)�89	Í:;�ÏM4�����"4������
�'

� ÐÑ$�Òd�Óob2'
ÔÑI have already completed the task.

ÕÑHe has just completed the task.

Ö,	×�Í��	Ô���	Õ����$�\4��]×��2���7���;F�	°�±�	�
¯�Ø�l��ÙFA&N9��Í:;	fg�ÎÚ��°�±		Í�Û&)������¡
����'��	Ð�	¿À,L$�89�\��o)2]���¤�&)��&z�$�N9	E
F��)�\×�]	���¸l���&�'
�	����¿À,$Ö,$(#��&¤�����4���fg	a��mn������

�'T���Í������¿À,�Ö,��Ü�(#ÝÞ	89O�Ü�¸)�Qp�Ö,�
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������������������������������� ��!�"#$�
%&�'�()�*+,-./0��1��234.5�6��78�9$:%$%�;<��
��!=�>

����������	
��

��?!���������@A.B�C�()�7��D�E%�F%$�G%�HI.J
$����K�LM��'�!J�N.O�>

���@A.B�C!��P�QR?��?!()�ST�0U�>

� VWJohn says that he studies Linguistics.

XWJohn said that he studied Linguistics.

9N9Y���Z[�\]�^9_�`a�b#$��()�ST�cd'ef��>

� VWJohn said that his wife was in hospital.

XWJohn said that his wife is in hospital.

��g2�hij�k���l^�(I!'mn9$%���.^9_�o#$%�g2'9p
���bq�`a96g2���r��Xs�l^.�����tu!J�>��g2�A=_'vhi
j�����.^9_�@<6(IN���l^.��(Iw!hij�k�mn9$%�x�
%q��.y,��>Sz!�r��Vs�C�g2��A=_��#$��hij�^9_�@<
6(I!�hij�k�mn9$%6�{����l^�(I!�hij�k�mn9$%�N
|qN�}N�Y%>9N9Y���()�ST�|�bqYZ[�P�QR?�'tuY}~
!�Y%>

� �John said that his wife buysPride and Prejudice.

��Z[�\]!J�v��������%q�.k��qx���������S�9N0��
&����9�}����!�Y%>"#$hij�l^��%$'��l^�(I!'�!�
�}#$9w#6�M�!J#$���'����.9$%���;<��Y%>���vJ�
���5�.�qx�%q��� stage-level predicate!J��S(�Y'�{N�!J��>��b
q������()�ST.�����!J�>
!�����!���bqYC.5�g2�|�bqYD�E%.��!J�qN>

� VWhij����.��9$%���#$%�>
XWhij����.��9$%���#$%6>

r��Vs�r�	Vs� ¡9�r��Xs�r�	Xs� ¡��>¢£�����������r��Xs!�P
�QR?����v��9$%�x!J��� 9$����r�	Xs� studied�¤¥¦!J��
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� !"#$%�&�'�()*+,-�&.+,	

/"#$%�&�'�()*+,-�&.+,-


� !"John says that John studied Linguistics.

/"John said that John had studied Linguistics.

0��!1���#$%2&�'�()*-����34�*+,	56789:�����	�;
<=>	
�>��?��0��!1�@A�	����	
0��/1�#$%2&�'�()*-���
#$%�34789:�����	�;<=>	
�>��?��0��/1�@A�	����	

��7�������BCDEF����G���H2I5=>	��BCDEF�JKL�

MF����NO78�PQR,0S�1NO�T�.-����	�;<=>	
?����
BCDEF�NO�U�JKL2VT*-N�U����I5�	��2WX=>	

* *�2Y�?�������BCDEF�Z-[\�]6�	


� !"John is said to be rich.

/"John is said to have been rich.

^"John was said to be rich.

_"John was said to have been rich.

� !"It is said that John is rich.

/"It is said that John was rich.

^"It was said that John was rich.

_"It was said that John had been rich.

0�	!1 Y0�	_1�`a�F�BCDE�b.-��U>c>d�0�
!1 Y0�
_1�a�F
�BCDE�b.-�@A�	
�����e�@f Y�?��`a�F�gh*-N
O�b-i�BCDEF2jk��	lm��`a�F�Nnop�qrst��MF����
NO�7.+ua=>	��2v 	
U*+�MF�NO�wxF�NO�2y�	lm��
`a�F�z{|��}�~,	���7.+����2��	

����lm��BCDEF���2����	lm��?��0�	!10�	̂ 1�7������

�a�2~,Y>+,	lm��	�,2����	
U*+�BCDEF���2P�*-�
��������	����?��0�	/10�	_1�����BCDEF�����*��NO�M
F���78�PQR,NO�;<=>	����	

`a�F� VP�[\��F���*-����[\�������7���	
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��������������������������� !"#$%�&'(���
�����)*�����+,-.� !&/�0123�4������56)������
67�8��9"#,-6'6%�:;23%%:��9"#,-6'6�<=12%�)��
�:>?��������@AB2*C�&D�*C�:;2E=4��>F2%�&GH:;
23�����IJ�K��&�����L12%�I;M�NO�I IP*C� Infl � to&PQ
012�)R=O�IP*C� Infl &D�'2%�&;23S��K��TU������'2V
���W�)6O1I*C� Infl &D�XY:;23���� IP*C�&D�',-62�>F
2%�)Z['.����\�]^:)'63
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