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Classroom Utilization of International Video Conferencing:
Report and Evaluation on Collaboration with Lakehead University, Canada

Takafumi Hirose

Summary

In the First Semester(TTT[J April-July,[TTTI[] a course in international understanding was offered to-
tally in English to agroup of Japanese university studentsin collaboration with Lakehead University, Ontario,
Canada, by utilizing video conferencing system. Of the fourteen lectures delivered in the semester, nine of
them were delivered by Lakehead University professors: Eight were done through video conference and one
was delivered in person in the classroom. Sincethisisarather unique attempt in Japan at this stage, various
factors are discussed in this articlefI] [0 Oobtaining appropriate lecturers for the courseJ00consistency in the
topical matters of the lectures[J[00recognition of credit-hoursJO00inter-university agreements and financial
mattersJO0time difference and overtime working hours for the technical staff, and100Otaking into consid-
eration the ESL levels of the students. The levels of understanding by the students were measured by ques-
tionnaires given after each lecture and the final examination. With afew exceptions, overall understanding
was good] around(TJ0 [ After a detailed examination, it has been found that video conferencing is differ-
ent from in-class lectures and many of the difficulties can be overcome by improving the balance between the
human elements and technological elements. We should never forget the human touch even in the days of
high technology.
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