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Back-channeling Expressionsused in TV Interview Programs
—In Terms of Politeness Theory—

Y oko Otsuka

Abstract

The objective of this paper is to find the answers to the following questions: [0 0 what kind of back-
channeling expressions are used in TV interview programs, 0 Cwhether or not back-channeling expressions
are varied according to the relationship between the speaker and the hearer, and [0 Cwhat triggers the differ-
ence, if they are.

The three kinds of TV interview programs were transcribed, and the back-channeling expressions used
inthe programswere classified into fivegroups Asaresult, the back-channeling expressionswere differently
used among the three kinds of programs. The differences were analyzed in terms of Brown and Levinson

OOTT0s Politeness Theory, and we suggest that the rel ationship between the speaker and the hearer, in other
words, the difference in age between them triggers the variation of the back-channeling expressions.
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