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Sentence-final Expressionsin Debates
—Used by Non-native Speakers of Japanese—

Y oko Otsuka

Abstract

OtsukalTTTI0Oshowed how sentence-final expressionsareused inadiscussiononaTV Programin Japa-
nese. This paper presents sentence-final expressions used in debates by non-native speakers of Japanese.
First, we will discuss Politeness Theory developed by Brown & Levinsori1[111],[TTT100 and Koyama
OO110 who researches Japanese sentence-final expressionsin terms of Politeness Theory. Then, we show
how non-native speakers of Japanese use sentence-fina expressions in debates, and compare the use of
sentence-final expressions by non-native speakers of Japanese with that by native speakers. And finaly we
will examine some problems when we teach various linguistic strategies in Japanese language classrooms.
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