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On Zhang Taiyan and His Research on “Zhuangzi”
Outline

Zhang Taiyan is not just a prominent democratic revolutionary and thinker but also a great mas-
ter of Chinese national culture in modern history of China. He first read about Zhuangzi when he was
very young. By the time he was in his twenties, he had begun to “peruse the whole book, grasp its
true essence and delve into its significance”. While living in exile in Japan, Zhang Taiyan devoted
himself to the study of Zhuangzi and gave lectures about the philosopher to Chinese students in
Japan besides participating in politics. During this period, he wrote An Exposition of Zhuangzi’s
Philosophy, Commentaries and Annotations on Entity as well as many other books. It should be noted
that in Commentaries and Annotations on Entity, the author looks at Zhuangzi from the perspective of
Western philosophy and Buddhist philosophy in an attempt to set forth his own philosophical views.
Due to the limitations of the times and his own problems, the philosophical system Zhang Taiyan set
up was not without its shortcomings. In spite of this, the approach he adopted to the study of Zhuangzi
was original and enlightening and therefore he should be given a positive and realistic evaluation
from a critical and inheritable angle.
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