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Figures of speech and a classification by their formal character
Makoto Hisano

Abstract

In his significant work, “Figurative expressions: Theory and Classification”, Dr. Na-
kamura classified figures of speech into three types: copulative figure (with some copula),
combined figure (without copula), contextual figure (comprehensible only in a broad
context) by their formal character. Similar distinction: ming-yu (=simile), an-yu (=present
metapher), jie-yu (=absent metapher) in the Chinese rhetoric, also. Their occidental
equivalents in parentheses. That shows how fundamental this kind of division is. By the way,
he didn’t adopt the rhetorical division as a subdivision. Now, we will reorganize the relation
between Nakamura’s triad and rhetorical figures through confirming in our own right under
what category they belong.
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BKDEHUYEETE A2, BUE L WEOIEEED: (figure of speech) 735 $kX N T 55%, %
NHIBERWHWITEIRDME D 5 8 (tropes) & IE#EFH: (non-tropes) &2 kA& 1, #FHid
AW ASTREE L CTRICHID RIS N T E 2O, ZHuEan [SREFARL)Ic Fnig, &%
By, MBSV Y (ornatus) o—FET, FRC, SEHNIKMEIE- 72, V- 728K
THLNDIBHAEZRIL T2 ) L, BHENICIE, {08 (substitution) 12k > THEL RN R
7e &, fHhn (addition) 7Zgwv~ L {8 (antistrophe), #B& (ellipsis), # %\ [3fHE (inversion)
WKLo THRLBZRHAMTORD EMNIC/RbONE [ EHBP, Z0db & T, FEFEHRIZRD 5D
RBELLCREROEAZERE L L TXHIL TWwWa, T4hbb, MUt L2885 TH 5%

(metapher) &, HEEMEICHEDARBTH 2 H (metonymy) &, MEREIC L 28 TH 5K
ag (irony) &, FHALRBUZ L 2808 TH 5%k (hyperbole) &, 2 He&KBlic L 20T
b b (litotes) DSKETH L, LA L, [ZHXcBL TiddREHL L <, 20 (synecdo-
che), #EAP: (prosopopoeia), #afy (antonomasia), F=: (periphrasis) kv iz—
FELTwawn, [ ] 20E 0 k& 2REI, &EF/BE v s, Bk no
B e RUTHDIPE )P E V) HT, BEFENFRE DI, ERFELVIOMSLITEA LK
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