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On the Power of “Understanding”
in John Locke’s (An Essay concerning
Human Understanding)

Aiji Goto

Summary

As the result of the study of Book I of {An Essay concerning Human Understanding) , it was known
that the foundation of knowledge was “the passive faculty receiving IDEAS from outside” in our minds.
After all, in Locke’s opinion, what existed in the mind was two elements of the IDEAS and the FACULTY
(power, operation) exercised about these ideas.

In this paper, I would like to examine Locke’s theory concerning “the FACULTY exercised about
ideas”, namely, “the Power of Understanding”. Then, I want to analyse the following problems:

1. Simple ideas of reflexion and the Modes of thinking.

2. the Perception and the Faculties of understanding.

3. the Faculty of reason.
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COBMIMEET, BEOWEL, 00 b OREET 2 b bAEO I E LT, BAH L Chm
FRHOLDICE > Twd, [ABMHER] £ 13518V TAK] DR TRESL L TW 2 Mk E8iM
ELTo [ iF, OB OF TR, Baicx L TRBINIEEZE T2 LDICERL TL
FODTHb, TOFEBEFEDOFEIZT Yy 70X LIEHB ) Z Lick b,

LIV EOOMEIR, FoRMBEEERCEET 50, BB TEC IR, S SIcHL
TEIC JiEE, S SIi3REICH L TEIK DRFOMENFE I, Bie (RBICRENES) 2IIK
IRRC BT 5 &) L HMLEBEREN R 5, M—MICBEBTE L2V ) KTH D,

L L%ad s, gy 7I2k 3206 00ENROBHIZ, MiE->Twbed, RUBNTHS L,
FHEEFET 20 LEBRTH 2 EHEICV ) bITIZRvwhiwv, icidey 70EMOB & H5%
LEPICL > TwBDR, BAZNLOEMBICIbBmL -2 X THLERBbNS, 22T, #i,
ZOWRXT, TAMMERICBT 25MEIc>nwTno y JoEER 20, oy 782%IcBIT 5[4
MoEBEEDSKIG] 2HEEBRL TaAZWER),

2. MME & %

A) vy 27z TAMMER] F25F1BcBWT, ABOBEONR L L TCOBE, BHSETW
24T [EAAYHERE & 3% (Reason and Knowledge) ? 3 X Tk} | P 2 [#E (Experience) |
»oNAEBLEEET S, ZORBRIILTOOMEE LD, VDI, [ (Sensation) |, T4 b
LI REINRSBREZ B L TAEICL 26 3N BHATH 545, MoMIEILX [HNE (Reflection) ] %
EBLTZONBRILD.LDERTH 5,



[ARSIHR] 1o 513 20 TiEe D\ T 3

(%5210, BBRIMEICESZEET 2MOBERIE, ML TICHTH BB L TEK
LE, B bD S bOREEHEDLDWAWSLEERICOWTOMETH S, ZOEMIR, |
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INSHTNTUTEMEED 5 M BEDONEICEL TWwb, 2720, [RAB0EBETLIEED 2
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