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Sur les Pensées Scientifiques et Philosophiques
du Temps de Jonathan Swift.

Aiji GOTO

Dans la troisiéme partie de -{Gulliver’s Travels), Jonathan Swift fit la
critique de la science et de la philosophie de son siécle. En analysant cette

partie, je veux éclaircir les points suivants.
1) Les problémes scientifiques du 18°siécle sont considérés comme le développe-

ment de la métaphysique du 17°siécle.

2) Les pensées préscientifiques du 18°siécle sont considérées comme les efforts

pour dépasser la contradiction entre le mécanisme et le vitalisme.
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...ce mouvement, que je viens d’expliquer, suit
aussi nécessairement de la seule disposition des
organes qu’on peut voir & ’oeil dans le coeur, et
de la chaleur qu’on y peut sentir avec les doigts,
et de la nature du sang qu’on peut connaitre par
expérience, que fait celui d’une horloge, de la
force, de la situation et de la figure de ses con-

. 5
trepoids et de ses roues.”
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Et enfin ce qu’il y a de plus remarquable en
tout ceci, c’est la génération des esprits ani-
maux, qui sont comme un vent trés subtil, ou
plutdt comme une flamme trés pure et trés vive
gui, montant continuellement en grande abondance
du coeur dans le cerveau, se va rendre de la
par les nerf dans les muscles, et donne le
mouvement 4 tous les membres;6)
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He had been eight years upon a project for
extracting sun-beams out of cucumbers, which
were to be put into vials hermetically sealed,
and let out to warm the air in raw inclement
summers. He told me he did not doubt in eight

years more he should be able to supply the
Governor’s gardens with sunshine at a reason-

able rate; 10
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I saw another at work to calcine ice into gun-

1
powder,1 )
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There was a most ingenious doctor who seem-
ed to be perfectly versed in the whole nature
and system of government. This illustrious per-
son had very usefully employed his studies in
finding out effectual remedies for all diseases
and corruptions, to which the several kinds of
public administration are subject by the vices

or infirmities of those who govern, as well as

by the licentiousness of those who are to obey.

For instance, whereas all writers and reason-
ers have agreed, that there is a strict univer-
sal resemblance between the natural and the
political body; can there be any thing more evi-
dent, than that the health of both must be pre-
served, and the diseases cured by the same
prescriptions?13>
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Pour Carra, auteur souvent cité a la fin du
18°siécle;( Dans la paille et le papier, le phlo-
gistique intégrant est trés rare, tandis qu’il
abonde dans le charbon de terre. Les deux
premiéres substances néanmoins flambent au
premier abord du feu, tandis que la derniére
tarde longtemps avant de brfiler. On ne peut
expliquer cette différence d’effets, qu’en re-
connaissant que le phlogistique intégrant de la
paille et du papier, quoique plus rare que celui
du charbon de terre, y est moins concentré,
plus disséminé, et par conséquent plus suscepti-
ble d’un prompt développement.))m
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I saw another(#Eg§)
who likewise showed me a treatise he had writ-
ten concerning the malleability of fire, which he
intended to publish.lS)
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(( Les Egyptiens le* disaient €tre un animal
ravissant et insatiable;qui dévorait tout ce qui
prend naissance et accroissement; et enfin soi-
méme, aprés qu’il s’en est bien (pefi)et gorgé,
quand il n’a plus de quoi se repafitre et nourrir;
parce que ayant chaleur et mouvement, il ne se
peut passer de nourriture et d’air pour y re-
spirer)).ZO) *feu
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And he proposed farther that by employing
spiders the charge of dyeing silks should be
wholly saved, whereof 1 was fully convinced
when he showed me a vast number of flies most

beautifully coloured, wherewith he fed his spi-
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ders, assuring us that the webs would take a
tincture from them;
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11) I was at the mathematical school, where the
master taught his pupils after a method scarce
imaginable to us in Europe. The proposition
and demonstration were fairly written on a thin
wafer, with ink composed of a cephalic tincture.
This the student was to swallow upon a fasting
stomach, and for three days following eat noth-
ing but bread and water. As the wafer digested,
the tincture mounted to his brain, bearing the
proposition along with it.m)
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He said perhaps I might wonder to see him
employed in a project for improving speculative
knowledge by practical and mechanical oper-
ations. But the world would soon be sensible
of its usefulness, and he flattered himself that
a more noble exalted thought never sprang in
any other man’s head. Every one knew how la-
borious the usual method is of ottaining to arts
and sciences; whereas by his contrivance the
most ignorant person at a reasonable charge,
and with a little bodily labour, may write books
in philosophy, poetry, politics, law, mathematics,
and theology, without the least assistance from
genius or study.ﬂ)
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Their houses are very ill built, the walls
bevil, without one right angle in any apartment,
and this defect ariseth from the contempt they
bear to practical geometry, which they despise
as vulgar and mechanic, those instructions they
give being too refined for the intellectuals of
their workmen, which occasions perpetual mis-
takes.w
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There was a most ingenious architect who had
contrived a new method for building houses, by
beginning at the roof, and working downwards
to the foundation, which he justified to me by
the like practice of those two prudent insects,
the bee and the spider.%)
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There‘was a man born blind, who had several
apprentices in his own condition: their employ-
ment was to mix colours for painters, which
their master taught them to distinguish by feel-
ing and smelling. It was indeed my misfortune
to find them at that time not very perfect in
their lessons, and the professor himself happen-
ed to be generally mistaken.sg)

AEROEHFAOHE, . HIRAULCEREOK

ADBFafE-> Tofo, HEOMAEL, BEHEDOID

&, ROBRXAGTHOTHED. ZhuefFokL

AR LR TRAT A X S Hx Tt TR,

BEOHENELATFLALGDTH 122 &3, F

&> TAMCRE R LT, Ok, %£4H

&, M- TEr b teD .

X THRPbI TV 5D, % H < Locke %< -
TOMBETHSB. Locke 2 [ ARIHIER] KR LD
(X16704ETH h, Swift DEHRE NS/ -T2,

BaiD Z & <, Locke % < AEH LoFu.LREEL,
FH o4 BEE (innate idea) DEEXH < > TH I 5.
Locke D & 5z, £BBEYEET 5L ki, H~xDHl
A0REE, EROLLDLL), BEIREXBELT
DHRBILTH Licish, Lo Lish b, Locke HEL
BT, K& (refrectin) DA% RDID, H5
Vit ET, B REMERYE 2 KOKEICKH L TED
h Lok dic, MPHCEBBRRIIIIBCI. > Tulaw. L
Tehio T, 2D Locke HEF - T e FFEE VT L
TR NEDDH, Z O OBEEOMEDO L DL
T eDTHAB. Thw Swiftiz, BAZLHMCLTHE
ErMDBONEVOIBILEENZL TV LD,

ABID.ChY, Locke D5 X 54z, tabula rassa(empty
tablet) TH o, REXHA LT Ly, RFE 1 fTobhioun
hiE, WA MR, AEXAULTERCLI IS 2
KEEE LT &V, B AHA, BEOKMUL,
EREBUTEUBBRORMERERT 51 m 0,
Swift DNtz OFH ADEEIL, = D Locke 7cRE
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wEEC L b DTHA 5.
COREDHERE, 18ATOH A F TR LD
ey~ tc. 2% b, Diderotizhd B AEZE | (Lettre
sur les aveugles 1749%F) B\ T, BAMLLMZ L
THERFE (ChIREXEN L LeF L ShTui) %
T LB MECERL T 506THS.
Ric BB b < BRIEIC 5 o5 5. 17HARICHIT B
BREOMBER, HF Chomsky ¥HLETA2FEFER
BFEHEOMT, BRB¥OFLMED -DLLT, 7»
—RA7 5 TERTETA, LT, ZOMEYR
BN H D05 &, 17H4E2 H 18t i T B
HREOBERE LD DT, FOMLREL, KOEEC
WFoC, MITRLZECTH. 22Tk, ThET
CONFRIBEBE L iR a o s L,
Swift i}, EHEEZH¥H (School of language) ¥kt 5
BEEOEHBOHERL LTRD L5 A2 Ex DT
5.

The first project was to shorten discourse
by cutting polysyllables into one, and leaving
out verbs and participles, because in reality all
things imaginable are but nouns.

The other project was a scheme for entirely
abolishing all wards whatsoever; and this was
urged as a great advantage in point of health
as well as brevity. For it is plain that every

word we speak is in some degree a diminution
of our lungs by corrosion, and consequently
contributes to the shortening of our lives. An
expedient was therefore offered, that since words
are only names for things, it would be more
convenient for all men to carry about them such
things as were necessary to express the par-
ticular business they are to discourse’ on.35)

FPROOFENL, HEMBLEETHEZ Y 0
&, BhEEs pARALT, MEYE LI T
HIllote, el biE, EEE, BT H
LR LML, BIcHZBFLEHLTHS.

b5 1 ODFER, FELVHIEFEXETELRR
BiETHRE -0, TLTZhE, BHIOELA
UL, BREETHRERFIAER OO L FRX
Rl LvwH0iRk, BADETEDEELRAR
fERc L > T, H28E, BRrDOffeBd IR TH

% A

D, TOFR, BADWEMDIOLEFLELTS
SERHLMELLTHD. FIT, KDL HKE
ErRE IR, D% b, BRIIBECYORZIICT
ELWOENDL, FEr5 LT 5@y RES
LORMENHHE L > T HD, TRTDARE
2T, LOERIEAS EV5DTH 5.

ZZERBNBRI 2 AR, HEsE S MR FRETK
THRBRAEBL TS, ZOL5kBT, SEOM
BORE I N AEHIL, FiX Descartes & Locke &%
CHHEBENERCH LML THD.

52 ETD~N1 Descartes & EaR% o < 5 REY,
IZTiE, BEOMBOA~NTOLLT, ExThLS.
HIEx BB S LB ST, ZOo%HE,
DA—=r=tve ANMEKFTHLDE LT, SEEREN
BT 5.

Dont le premier est que jamais elles ne

=11

pourraient user de paroles, ni d’autre signes
en les composant, comme nous faisons pour dé-
clarer aux autres nos pensées. Car on peut
bien concevoir qu’une machine soit tellement
faite qu’elle profére des paroles, et méme qu’elle
en profére quelques-unes a propos des actions
corporelles qui causeront quelque changement
en ses organes:comme, si on la touche en quel-
que endroit, qu’elle demand ce qu'on lui veut
dire; si en un autre, qu'elle crie qu’on lui fait
mal, et choses semblables; mais non pas qu’elle
les arrange diversement, pour répondre au sens
de tout ce qui se dira en sa présence, ainsi
que les hommes les plus hébétés peuvent fair:gs.)
*machines, automates

EOE LR, DX 5, REBARS &
IHRBABHISTDRETTH LB, FEXAL
&b, ChEEANTTHOARYAHV-5Z &
b, RLTTEREVSZETHD. LDHIREETE
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5H 3 OB TRV E e A L e s
EVS ISR, ThOBECELOREEEITY
BHERC R T, BABOEEXETHEHE T
KFTBHZEBITELS. Huri LB ARKT
b TEHBEK, BOBITESN DS ORI
LTRETARTOEEL I ks 5 R
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1R S TH RN LEEX KRBT 5 DICERA L.
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