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Changes in the Yogo Teacher’s Perceptions regarding Death, before
and after a Practicum Requiring Examination of Autopsied Bodies.

Setsuko Wada and Tetsushi Ozawa

Summary

In recent times, it has become necessary for Yogo teachers to deal with problems of students
regarding the meaning of life and death in relation to issues such as abortion and attempted suicide.
Because of this general need, a practicum in examining autopsied bodies has become a part of the
curriculum of Yogo teacher. Changes in the student’s perceptions regarding death, before and after the
practicum, has been examined using the changes of perceptions regarding Death Perspective Scale
(Kaneko, 1994) . Moreover, ways of dealing with the practicum have been examined using the Scale of
Multiple Mood Conditions (Terasaki, Kishimoto, & Koga, 1992). Results indicate that there has been
a reduction of the perception that death is “ruin” and “parting” and that this effect was Especially
noticeable in students who have “concentrated” on the practicum.
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