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A Study of Puppet Theater Class

Takeshi Kumada
Summary

The purpose of this study is to reconsider instruction methods in a puppet
theater class. This class has been taught since 1966 when Shotoku Women's
Junior College was established. This class instructs students on how to decide
on a theme, write scripts, make puppets, perform their scripts, and publish a

booklet of their scripts.

In this study, the themes, styles of puppets, and original works were sampled
from the booklets of scripts that had been published from 1980-2003. Regarding
themes, more than 70% of students chose "importance to human relationships.”
It is thought that relationships between friends is one of the most important
things for children, and that's why this consequence may be appropriate.
Regarding the styles of puppets, differences could be found according to the in-
structors. Most students have never made puppets or performed their own
scripts before they took this class. Therefore, instructors should take into ac-
count the kind of style that is easiest to make and perform. Furthermore these
puppet theaters should be very attractive for children, and more reseach on this
topic is required.Regarding original works, more than 50% of students used fa-
mous stories irrespective of whether they were Japanese or foreign. Famous
stories are familiar to children, making it easy to attract their attention.
Therefore, this result may be appropriate.
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