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Integration as a Principle of Early Childhood Education
—From a Historical Perspective—

Masako Tanaka
Summary

This study examined clarification of the meaning of integration as a principle
in early childhood education from a historical perspective.

Although integration is regarded as an important concept in early childhood
education its meaning has not been clarified.

Analyzing project work based on a theme is a useful method in clarifying the
meaning of integration. Three types of project works in Japanese educational
history were discussed. The author illustrates their characteristics and offers
suggestions for integration its early childhood education today.
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