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A Study of Music Instruction for Infants

Etsuko Nakano
Summary

When considering the role of music and its teaching methods, it is impor-
tant to have self-realization of one's own music interest and knowledge.
There are three points to consider in this process;l)how great a student's in-
terest in music and how strong their desire to become a preschool teacher,
2)at what age and in what way was the student's interest in music aroused;
and, 3)what kind of subject matter is important for infant songs and how
is the language used. This study examines the relevance of these three is-
sues.

The results of this study demonstrated that students with strong inter-
ests in music have the strongest desire to become a preschool teacher. This
interest was primarily influenced by the student's mother and/or an early
childhood educator, and it appeared that the age of greatest influence on
music interest occurred in infants less than 12 months old. This influence
was impressed onto the infant through the mother's or educator's singing
and choice of words. In addition, songs that used animals for their subject

matter held the infant's interest the longest
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