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A Study of the Content of Early Childhood Care and Education
= Focusing on Discourse —

Masako Tanaka

Summary

The content of early childhood care and education are shaped by the
interaction between teachers and children without leaning to one side or the
other. “Interaction” is the current view in early childhood education. This
study follows the same point of view and clarifies how teachers and children
have shaped their content through documented practices.
In particular, the author took notice of discourse and analyzed them
through various documents.
As a result, the following items could be clarified :
1) Discourse is a very effective method as a way of shaping the content of
early childhood care and education.
2) Teachers should select a theme from children's daily play to help foster
discourse.
3) The school principal as a supervisor is essential in supporting the
development of discourse.
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