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A Study on Traditional Housing Styles
of Detached Houses in Gifu Prefecture
—Differences in Traditional Housing Styles
between Cities and Rural Areas—

Yoneko Nitta

Summary

The main purpose of this paper is to clarify housing stiles between
cities and rural areas in Gifu prefecture. According to an analysis of
detached houses built by local, rural builders in the period 1989-2000,
the following features could be found :

1) Traditional wooden construction is decreasing all over the country,
however, most of the detached houses built by local ,rural builders hold
on to this type of construction.
2 ) The outstanding exterior feature of detached houses in rural areas
is roofing materials. About 70% of these houses use traditional Japanese
clay roofing tiles.
3) Houses in rural areas have more tatami-rooms and connected
tatami-rooms than those found in the cities. Rural houses continue to
maintain many traditional interior Japanese elements such as a
decorative alcove, covered Veranda, and battened-down ceiling.
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