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A survey on the necessity of grief care after the death of a family member
and the support
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Abstract

Purpose:The necessity of grief care after the death of a family member as perceived by home nurses and the

actual state of support were clarified.

Methods:Semi-structured interviews were conducted in September 2021 with nurses who had been engaged

in terminal care home nursing for at least three years.

Results: The participants included three women. In total, 80 codes, nine subcategories, and three categories
were extracted. The category “necessity of grief care for end-of-life care at home” was extracted
from three subcategories, which included: “from facilities to home end-of-life care,” “grief
reactions of bereaved families after death,” and “reactions after grief care”. The category “current
situation of grief care” was extracted from three subcategories, which included: “current situation
of grief care after death,” such as the need for a system to provide care after the death of the user;
“ideal grief care after death,” such as the need for staff who had been involved with the user before
their death to provide care; and “private grief care”. The category “roles and effects of continuous
provided grief care by home nurses” was extracted from three subcategories, which included: “grief

care began before death,” “creating opportunities for care after death,” and “grief care after death”.
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Conclusions:Grief care began before the death of the user and continued after the end-of-life care.
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