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Considerations Regarding the Analysis of Teaching Materials for Moral
Education Courses:
The Use of Moral Curves in Analyses

Teiji YAMADA
Abstract

A degree of trial-and-error is still seen at Japanese schools in creating lessons for moral
education courses. This paper presents considerations on methods of scientifically analyzing
teaching materials. The main concept considered is that by tracing the moral curves of persons
introduced to a specific teaching material, teachers can gain a view of the teaching material as
a whole, while at the same time the moral curves thus made explicit can be used to clarify the
characteristics of the materials. These characteristics can then be correlated with the six types
of teaching-materials usage, to further strengthen the scientific analysis of each specific teach-
ing material.

In the analyses of teaching materials using moral curves, materials are classified into seven
types. Then, we ascertained how their respective characteristics are suited to developing and
improving teaching and guidance. The moral curve extends and develops the emotion curve
hitherto used within schools, and the moral curve also expresses, in a succinct manner, a
single moral value. Specifically, inasmuch as human understanding and values understanding
are shown in the form of a curve, the values embedded in the teaching materials can be ana-
lyzed. This paper thus considers methods for clear and distinct analyses of teaching materials
and is therefore aimed at contributing to the improved creation of school classes.

Key words : teaching materials analysis, moral curve, six types of teaching-materials usage
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