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Utilizing the Internet for Remote Learning at University:
Potential Problems, Especially in Japan

Toyoki HIRABAYASHI

Abstract

Covid-19 spread from China at the end of 2019 and is now a global pandemic, causing universities
around the world to adopt distance learning programs. There are three negative aspects that such
learning platforms may have on university education and research. First, there is a risk of widening
the gap between elite, well-regarded universities and those with fewer resources and less well-
regarded programs. This will increase the tasks of researchers. Second, distance learning content
may be monitored by IT enterprises and government agencies, and they collect much personal
information from students and researchers. Third, there is a risk that the research content and ideas
of researchers will be censored by IT companies and government agencies through the process of
remote learning, threatening academic freedom. Given the fact that universities are adopting these
new web-based programs, universities should concurrently participate in movements to prevent
these negative aspects from occurring in order to ensure the freedom of academic research.

Key Words : university education, distance learning, internet, IT, surveillance, censorship, the
power of the State (government), private enterprise, freedom of science
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