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The actual conditions of infants and guardians participating in
“yomikikase” in public libraries
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Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to examine the actual conditions of infants and guardians par-
ticipating in “yomikikase” in public libraries. We conducted a questionnaire survey at four
public libraries. Infants and guardians took part in the “yomikikase” initiated by the informa-
tion sent from the library. Guardians expected their infants to like picture books. Infants and
guardians often do “yomikikase” at home. Half of the picture books used for “yomikikase” at
home were borrowed from the library. Many guardians made their own decisions by looking at
picture books. For infants around the age of three, the meaning of a picture book changed from
simple to cultural. Many guardians said that, by participating “yomikikase” in the library, the
number of “yomikikase” at home has increased. It was suggested that guardians’ awareness
was closely related to the concept of the library, and the experience at the library also affects
home life.
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