A X

RED IEF] EEICETHARERADAEENE
—DEIFEEDBEEND>—

A
I B B AT

The effect of introducing puppets to early childhood language education:

An examination from the perspective of cognitive development

Hiraku ISHIDA, Takeshi KUMADA
Abstract

Language education in Japanese early childhood education is in part aimed at a child’s fa-
miliarization with stories through language comprehension. Introducing puppets, which are
concrete and visually salient, to storytelling may help young children who are within a period
of representational development comprehend the stories. This study employed experimental
settings, where the class groups of children listened to stories and then were questioned about
facts told in the stories and mental states of the characters, by comparing 254 3-to-6 year-olds’
comprehension when presented with puppets along with oral stories and with gestures in place
of puppets. The result at first revealed that 3- and 5-year-olds’ performances were relatively
poor at the questions on mental states as compared to the question on facts, although 5-year-
olds were overall much better than 3-year-olds. The second but more important finding was
that 4-year-olds gave more correct responses to both types of questions (i.e. “facts” and “mental
states”) on the puppet show trials than on the oral presentation trials. The implications for the
practice of early child education and the limitations of the current study are discussed.
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