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Explanation to classmates when a child with cancer returns to school:
Perception of junior high school students using the situation
assumption method
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Abstract
The purpose of this study is to clarify classmate perception in a junior high school environment, assuming
they received two types of explanation about a student with cancer who returns to school. In consideration
of ethical issues, the survey was conducted on junior high school students, using self-administered
questionnaires, and 120 valid responses were analyzed. Negative reactions toward a child with cancer were
fewer when a specific explanation was given than when no specific explanation was given. As a result, it
became clear that providing an explanation can have a positive effect. The survey showed slight differences
in responses between male and female students. But there was no difference among students across grades
or in the same grade, or hospitalization experience. In response to the question, “if you develop a disease,”
60% of students responded that they want their classmates to know about it, want an explanation about
hair loss to be included, and want their classmates to treat him/her just as they did before. In view of this,
the survey suggests that it is necessary to discuss providing parents and teachers who are not sure of how
to explain these situations to other classmates with this information, including the pros and cons of the
explanation, with respect to individual cases, and also discuss how they might give the explanation to the

classmates of a student with cancer.
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