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A Consideration on the relationship between contemporary school
education in Japan and Socratic midwifery

Kazusa ABE

Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to study Socratic education and to explore the relationship between
it and present education or school education in Japan. Today, Socrate's educational theory, called
"awareness of ignorance," and his educational practice named "Socratic midwifery," are understood
as archetypes of "Active Learning (AL)" because they have some aspects in common. For instance,
their educational principles are to cultivate children's attributes and abilities of identifying and
solving their problems by dialog, namely, proactive and interactive efforts, or inquiring into a mat-
ter closely. It is in knowing each other that we deeply know anything, thinking about what the best
for us is and seeking for answers to our problems together. The Socratic educational aim "to live
good" is consistent with the meaning of AL, "proactive, interactive, and deep learning." This is one
of the ethical themes of educational issues; the other is one of educational methods and techniques
for the full development of charactcr. AL, as Socratic midwifery at the present time, is a strenuous
effort to entirely break away from overemphasis on intellectual education. Therefore, an educa-
tional return to Socrates or a revaluation of his works should be the aim of contemporary schools.
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