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The possibilities of utilizing pronunciation guidance
and characters in elementary education

Satomi NIWA

Abstract

This paper discusses some important aspects concerning pronunciation which are well-
known but not practically introduced to English education in Japanese elementary school. This
paper suggests that it is crucial to adopt physical activities for learning the differences in speech
patterns so students develop necessary muscles for producing English sounds, along with
traditional pronunciation practice. It is also suggested that these practices should be incorporated
within a particular period so pupils can acquire the phonological characteristics of English. By
utilizing the knowledge of what phonological differences exist between English and Japanese and
employing the knowledge of the Roman alphabet, which elementary students learn when they start
English activities at school, English pronunciation practice in elementary school can be improved.
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