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The political background of the offering
of the sacred horse from the province of
Hida and the disturbance of Prince Ootsu

Yasuhiro KITAMURA

In this paper,the political background of the offering of the sacred horse from
the province of Hida in 702 is revealed. At that time, Ryukan ( &% ) , the
priest who catched the horse, was forgiven his crime and permitted to enter
the capital. He was a son of Kojin ( &2 ), who had been exiled from the
capital because of the disturbance of Prince Ootsu ( K # T4 M- ) in 686,
and had outstanding knowledge. The government aimed to utilize Ryukan's
ability, by using the opportunity. Former emperor Jitou ( §£18) was in her last
years at the beginning of the 8th century. It was considered that she wanted to
settle the case of Ootsu, so Ryukan had been pardoned with her wishes.
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