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The Vocabulary Features of a 3-Year-Old Child Recorded
in “Nankindama” by Misuzu KANEKO
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Abstract

The purpose of this research is to analyze the vocabulary features of a 3-year-
old child in relation to development through analyzing the vocabulary recorded in
"Nankindama". The results are as follows:

The vocabulary quantity of “Nankindama” reinforces the conventional
investigation on the vocabulary of a 3-year-old child.

The first feature of the frequent words is that there are many verbs, and it is
around 40%. It shows that the same verb is used repeatedly in childhood.

The second feature of the frequent words is that the first person named "Bii-
chan", familiar people such as "oka-chan", and toys such as "kewpie-chan" are raised.
This reflects how to perceive the infant’s own self. The scene of using her mother’s
name shows the development of ego.

The third feature of the frequent words is that "ame" and "tsuki" are raised as
words about weather. This reflects the tendency of a 3-year-old child to talk about
what is visible.

Finally, the color words such as "akai" indicate color recognition at early childhood.
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