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The siblings of the handicapped children who participated in the
Dosa-hou training camp:
Their development through the role of supporter

Bunko KONO

Abstract

This paper focuses on the siblings of special needs children. In recent years, more and more books
and theses about support for the siblings of special needs children have been written and published
in Japan. However, most of them are literature studies. There are still very few practical studies.
This paper is based on the actual practice in the “training camp for special needs children and
their parents” implementing the Clinical Dosa-law which was independently developed in Japan.
Siblings accompanying a special needs child participated in the training camp as the supporter of
the child. In the course of taking this role, they gained a better understanding of other special
needs children through communication with other children’s siblings. Changes in the siblings are
studied by examining their experience notes and the results of the questionnaire filled out by the

parents of siblings of the special needs children who joined the camp.
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