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Will Social Science Research Based on Social Categories
Lose Its Importance?

Toyoki HIRABAYASHI

Abstract

Since the 1990s, in research in the humanities and social sciences, it has become clear that
“when analyzing social phenomena and problems, it is no longer fruitful to focus on social
categories or social groups, and instead focus on the unique circumstances and characteristics
of each person.” The first reason why such claims are widely supported is because biology
(brain science and genetics) has made dramatic advances. The second reason for this is that in
the "second modern era" (developed countries after the period of high economic growth), the
theory that social categories were unable to fully include people and became powerless has
become persuasive. These theories are not without validity. However, the situation in which such
a theory becomes extremely popular forms the background for attributing social problems to
problems of self-responsibility. Since social problems cannot be fully explained by innate factors
or the personal circumstances of each person, social scientists should explain social problems
by emphasizing the profound influence that groups have on each person and the effectiveness of

institutions.
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