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A study on the character of Debussy’s song “La Chevelure”

Kyo Yasuda

Summary

Debussy’s “La chevelure” is the second song of “Trois Chansons de Bilitis” which were printed
in 1899. Pierre Louys, the author of the text, was very much close to the composer. Debussy
composed “La chevelure” in 1897 in advance of two other songs.

This article will try to explain why “La chevelure” is composed in the manner of the later
romanticism. First we analyze the tendency of the song to the chromatic harmonization and then
discuss on the Debussy’s idea of ‘hair (chevelure)’ referring to “Pelléas et Mélisande.”

We dare say “La chevelure” exceptionally reflects Debussy’s real life, and this is the reason why
the song shows the conservative style.
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