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Reexamination of Guidelines for Teaching Chinese to Minorities
— As an application example of bilingual education—

Midori Niijima

Summary

The Chinese education system consists of elementary school, junior high school, high school, and
university, the same as in Japan. Compulsory education is for elementary and junior high school,
altogether for nine years. Since China is a multiracial nation where 56 races are living together, there
are two types of schools for each educational step: ordinary schools for educating the Chinese Han
people and the racial schools for educating the minorities. According to the statistics in 1993, there
were 25,037 elementary and 2,889 junior high schools of the racial school type, and 696,681
elementary and 68,415 junior high schools of the ordinary school type.

I am interested in Chinese education for the minorities from the viewpoint of bilingual education.
I would like to clarify how the administration is giving guidance to the racial schools. Therefore,
comparing the government guidelines for the teaching from the Chinese National Education
Committee both to the ordinary schools and to the racial schools and pointing out the differences

between them, I would like to make clear the specialties of education tc the minorities.
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