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Noun Phrases without a Particle in

The Tale of Genji

Masaru Oda
Abstract

In the Japanese language, a noun is usually followed by a

particle in a sentence. And the particle marks the case. As for
the classical Japanese, it is known that a noun is often used
without having a particle when the noun is interpreted as either
the nominative or the accusative. (I call this type of noun “the
noun phrase without a particle” in this paper.) In The Tale of
Genyji, however, noun phrases without a particle are found which
are interpreted as neither the nominative nor the accusative.

This paper deals with the various usages of the noun
phrases without a particle found in The Tale of Genji and shows
that they are classified into the following three types:

i. the ones which are taken as the nominative, the accusative,
the dative, and other cases,

ii. the ones which can function as the conjunctive, and

ili. the ones indicating the theme of the sentence.
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