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The Great Depression and the New Deal (Part 1) :

The Social Reforms of the Second Roosevelt Administration

Nobuyuki Kawauchi

Summary

Many state and local case studies of the New Deal tended to be interested in state government,
local administrators, and political leaders. They tended to look at actual members of the unemployed,
individual workers, and farmers as passive objects acted upon by New Deal programmes. Historians
have recently become very interested in the histroy of ‘the inarticulate many as well as the articulate
few’.

Taking advantage of oral history and the vast amount of social investigation carried out in the
1930s, they have started to focus on the experience during the Great Depression of the unemployed, of
particular ethnic groups, of blacks, of Indians, of women, of rural poor. Some of this work naturally
highlights grass-roots radical protest in the 1930s-by rank-and-file labour militants, by unemployed
councils.

My preconceptions and conclusions will soon become clear in accordance with this paper: that
the New Deal did represent a sharp break with the past; that the New Deal’s impact was nevertheless
precisely circumscribed, often constrained by forces over which the New Dealers had little control;
that in the end the New Deal functioned very much as a ‘holding operation’ for American society; and
that for many Americans the decisive change in their experiences came not with the New Deal but
with World War Il .
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CIO

CWA
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FCA

FDIC
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LAB
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NAACP
NAC
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Bituminous Coal Conservation Act
Bankhead-Jones Farm Tenancy Act
Consumes' Advisory Board

Civilian Conservation Corps

Commodity Credit Corporation
Continental Congress of Workers and Farmers
Committee on Economic Security
Committee for Industrial Organization
Congress of Industrial Organizaitons
Civil Works Administration
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Emergency Farm Mortgage Act
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National Association of Manufacturers
National Credit Association
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NLB
NLRA
NLRB
NNC
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NUC
NUS]
NWLB
NYA
OEM
OPM
pCC
PCUR
POUR
PUHCA
PWA
PWAP
RA
REA
RTAA
RFC
RPA
RRC
SCA
SCDAA
SCS
SDF
SEA
SEC
SPAB
SSB
SSBA
STFU
SWOC
TERA
TNEC
TUUL
TVA
UAW
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National Defense Advisory Committee
National Defense Research Committee
National Industrial Recovery Act
National Labor Board

National Labor Relations Act

National Labor Relations Board
Natonal Negro Congress

National Recovery Administration
National Resource Committee
National Recovery Review Board
National Unemployed Council
National Union for Social Justice
National War Labor Board

National Youth Administration

Office of Emergency Management
Office of Production Management
Production Credit Corporation

President's Committee for Unemployment Relief

President’s Organization for Unemployment Relief

Public Utilities Holding Company Act
Public Works Administration

Public Works Art Project
Resettlement Administration

Rural Electrification Administration
Reciprocal Trade Agreement Act
Reconstruction Finance Corporation
Robinson-Patman Act

Rubber Reserve Company

Soil Conservation Act

Soil Conservation and Domestic Allotment Act

Soil Conservation Service

Social Democratic Federation

Securities and Exchange Act

Securities and Exchange Commission
Supply, Priority, and Allotment Board
Social Security Board

Social Securitu Board Act

Southern Tenant Farmers’ Union

Steel Workers' Organizing Committee
Temporary Emergency Relief Administration
Temporary National Economic Committee
Trade Union Unity League

Tennessee Valley Authority

United Automobile Workers
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UMW United Mine Workers KR T HEME

URW United Rubber Workers ERTLHHEHRE

USHA United States Housing Authority EREER

UTW United Textile Workers EXMHETBELE

WF C War Finance Corporation el N Y

WIB War Industries Board BEFEXR

WP A Works Progress Administration ERRER

WP B War Production Board W ER

WRB War Resources Board A RS

WSHA Wagner-Steagall Housing Act 7T —=AF 4 = W NVEEFEEE
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