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The Chemistry of shikon

Ichiro Morimoto

Summary

The roots of. Lithospermum erythiorhizon Sief. and Zuce (violet root, Japanisename,
Sikon) contain sikonin, it esters, acetyl shikonin, isobutyl shikonin, g-hydroxyisovaleryl
shikonin, teracryl shikonin, and g-citosterin. etc.

Receined Apr. 30, 1996

BROBRETIT OV, BHFAIROHFELZ, BLHELEDHRYDH 5, i,
FHIKIE, T CNRFERERRL T 5,

Fxd, HEBEHRCEBICHREZIZI OV D2DBRIMEFBELHL2ICL TE L,
ZZIREDHEDIIRLED T, TDERRND—

WE2BRET 5,

KRS L URBR

WL 2% (Fig. 1) # IR T2tk
W EIT-7205, BERKEL T2 21X A%E
Bkl L, #1%k, ZJuouhknazEzr3be
JVHSNDH T a0 T T 74— %475 T,
HKEERLZ KB L 2nb, LEOSHEE, BES
VS NDERG /v T T 74— 2RI Y
LT flHx D aEBsIc o L ES e iEssic kY,
AREREERL, HE, Bl 2, Fig. 1

285



IO
R GHOR)
O
i
<
OO

HOA BB

Iso Q Q O O o
|
Ac O O O
o8
: el
O
S - DD
0 400 1000 1200 4600 5000 9000 {(ml}
Fig.2
® 1
, ES wm B

shikonin PN
Acetate n-~%4 >
Isobuthylate n-~¥4>
Teracrylate n-~%+4>
B-hydroxy isovalerylate n--~% 4>
LERENGEN n-~X >
F1 e Y =)
p->bATY > AY =
PR AR S N e

Ny I X 2 E AT LA 7T T 4 — (D bem 10 0mesh L) AN
T I 2 100mI DDy UL, IR 7 02 b 77 7 4 =2l 2RI, Fig. 2

DTELTH D,

FEBEOHEMCHOZERIIR IO TH S,

1. Shikonin

Shikonin # ZLRA T X 21.98 k1) shikonin # HBEL, ~> ¥ ic k 2 B8 % 6
Z L 724, setgbialin (Fig. 3) 126mgx 1472, ZO@EAIX147C ~148CTh » 72, &FE
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2. Shikon o Acetate
Acetate 2 S HIRE T X 22.48 55 Acetate # BB, n-—~X Y > 2 EM Y L THER
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3. Shikonin o Isobutylate
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ylate
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5. Shikonin & Teracrylate
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