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Empathy and a Passive Sentence in
Japanese Relative Clause Construction

Yoko Otsuka

Abstract

Otsuka (1995) showed that passive sentences in Japanese are used in order that the
conflict between the empathy hierarchies which Kuno (1978) has proposed is avoided,
and those in English are used when the agent can not be mentioned, by comparing the use
of passive sentences in Japanese with that in English. This paper deals with the
relationship between empathy and the use of a passive sentence in Japanese relative
clause construction.

To summarize, the empathy in a relative clause is different from that in a matrix
sentence in terms of Kuno’s empathy hierarchies. There is a tendency for the viewpoint
from the referent of the head noun is kept in a relative clause, and consequently a passive
sentence is used in the clause. It seems that the tendency is stronger, in case of that the
discourse topic is the same referent with the head noun. These facts could be explained
in terms of two concepts, that is, the thing which we fix our eyes upon and the point from
which we fix our eyes.
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XEDOME, HDWRBFOWTNTLHVWHNOWRE,» SHETED L) 22Xk b,

ZO# ;% BREREE OB E OB LIS L TAa L, BIRETEEIC B W CRIREIZESR
oML LOERE S 2 2 V) FEE L > Twb, BIRAIICBT 5 ELFNE [/
NBEK], bbb [HERE] EELLI N TEDL, 2L THRENTED L ) ZHRLL
YL ah O ML, FORKELSINLRLY, Tabb [HE] OMBE 525
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EREPEEIN TS, 20k ) THA, PUOBMETHOMEIIFE HHY) Oknt
WiiFewv, —F, FATT2EEEELFNP 2058 B4, EHAIBEITL I Lo b,
&) WA, BREAOBENE-> T, REENIZL) E2OBETHEST 52 LA T
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FWIH T EEERLY A, T THIBICL TV A0, ZFEICOMI & EAFNOIREE DBIRTH S,
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