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Body-Part Phrases and Metaphorical Functions
of Body Part in Japanese

Yoko Otsuka

Abstract

Body parts are metaphorically used in various ways in Japanese. Some of these uses
reflect culturally bound Japanese ways of perception. For instance, the head is regarded
as a cutting instrument, the face as power, or influence, the eyes as experience, and the
mouth as a drum. Interestingly, the belly is a very important organ for Japanese people,
as Japanese people regard the belly as the organ in which their mind, thoughts, or ideas
are contained.
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