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Coalition Politics and Constitutional
Convention in Massachusetts, 1849-1853

Kikuyo Tanaka

At the end of the second political party system, Massachusetts had a coalition of
Democrats and Free-Soilers. This coalition chose Henry Wilson as a president of the
state senate and Nathaniel Banks as a speaker of the house, and sent Charles Sumner to
the United States Senate. Moreover, it passed a number of progressive reforms concern-
ing anti-slavery, prohibition, representation, nativism and related issues, and tried to
revise the Massachusetts constitution. Historians have long recognized the coalition as
a precedence of the Republican party, but have never paid much attention to itself. The
coalition must be reexamined, especially in the realigning process to the third political
party system. What was the coalition? What social conditions produced the coalition?
What kind of role dit it play in the destruction of the second political party system?
What relation did it have to the American party and the Republican party?

Key words : Coalition, Henry Wilson, second party system. prohibition
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