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Abstract

Recently very often university education in Japan is subjected to harsh critisism.
Most of university students show less enthusiasm on studying by themselves. Wishy-
washy students are seen in class occasionally, as is often the case with junior-or senior-
high schools. Most of the universities in Japan, however, have some students’ whispering
in class, which exercise some teachers’ minds. Discussions of who is “right” or “wrong”
with respect to any criticism have been reported by televisions, news-papers and
research papers since a few years ago. Mostly, teachers say that students are wrong.
Today, however, some people say that teachers also might be responsible for it. In
Japan, faculty evaluation survey is now on discussions and it is carried out in a few
universities just like the way used in America.

The present writer has been interested in students’ whispering in class since 1986.
Practices by trial and error very often used for its prevention has led him to describe the
following results of research.

1. Why do they whisper in class?

2. What attitude and method should teachers have for teaching in class?

3. Researved seats would be better in case of separated desks as well as in case of non-
separated ones.

4. It is emphasized that teaching loud is important, giving warning to whispering
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students without hot temper.

5. Class activation is needed to prevent whispering.

6 . Activated class would be improved more and more by using a faculty evaluation
survey and a syllabus, which should be open to the public.

7. Tests very often given as shown in Table 2 are useful for class activation.

8 . Scientific nomenclatures should be taught correctly, using explanations from many-
sided and organic view-points : as an example, it is hoped that an explanation of
“NANCHU [g#]) ” in Japanese should be carried out referring to SOUTHING
and CULMINATION, which would be comprehensible for students.

9. It is emphasized that class is not always interesting but is to be enjoyable, which
depends on the magnetism expected to appear between a teacher and his students in
class, being able to be checked by a faculty evaluation survey, just as shown in Table
1.

10. Speaking in a word, it might be important for teachers to have the idea that
education is rhythm. Received Sep. 25, 1992
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1% B Faculty Evaluation Survey

UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH CAROLINA
COLLEGE OF SCIENCE AND MATHEMATICS FACULTY EVALUATION SURVEY*

1. What is your classification? 11. Based on the instructor’s presentation, he was
2 . What is your cumulative G. P. R.? prepared for class:
3. What final grade do you anticipate in this 12. To what extent did the instructor’s enthusi-
course? asm and interest help you learn the subject
4, Why are you taking this course? matter?
5. Did you enjoy this course? 13. If you needed assistance from the instructor
6. To what extent were the benefits you derived outside of class, to what extent was the
from this course consistent with the effort instructor available to you?
you put forth? 14. To what extent did the examinations reflect
7. How beneficial was the textbook and other the course objectives and the material em-
study aids utilized in this course? phasized in class?
8. To what extent does the instructor exhibit 15. In your opinion is the instructor concerned
command of the subject matter? about the students as individuals?
9. To what extent did the instructor’s teaching 16. Was the instructor reasonably prompt in
methods help you understand the subject returning tests and assignments?
matter? 17. Considering all aspects of your learning expe-
10, How beneficial were the instructor’s riences with this instructor, how would you
responses to students’ questions? rate his overall performance in this course?

* Only questions picked up.

Items for answer divided into three or five, depending on the question.
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