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Burke’s Political Debut and His Defense of
the Rockingham Party (II)
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Summary

After the resignation of Grafton, the Rockingham Ministry began to disintegrate.
George III sent for William Pitt to form a new Administration. The King had come to
believe that Pitt’s leadership could give him a secure government. Pitt took the Privy
Seal and was created Earl of Chatham. It was his plan to form an Administration which
should transcend and obliterate party divisions, and to direct it by remote control from
the House of Lords.

On 30 July 1766, the Rockingham Ministry left office, and the Chatham Ministry was
formed. After the dismissal of the Rockinghm Ministry, Burke could afford to seek for
an appointment in the next ministry. But he decided to remain in the Rockingham Party
and contributed to the Party. In this paper I propose to clarify both what Burke thought
of and how he behaved about the time when the Chatham Mininstry was formed.
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