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Social Systematization of the Labor for School Expenses
——on the Analysis of “School Farm System” in Aomori Prefecture — —

Kiyoaki Shinohara

This study has been made on “School Farm System”, which was one of the special
labor forms for school expenses in the early Meiji era. Here the “School Farm” means
the fields and the forests on the mountain jointly owned and cultivated by the school
district people in those days to maintain the elementary school in their district.

This “School Farm” was given to school district people by the Meiji Government as
a rent-free farm land and the right of co-ownership was fully guaranteed to the district
people if they could satisfy a certain condition to acquire the right. Therefore, this
System assumes the character of Commonage and their cooperative cultivation of the
“School Farm” is thought to have been done by conventional commonage labor. In this
respect, the present author thinks that some very enlightening facts can be disclosed of
special relations between school district people (as a village community) and in-
stitutionalization of public deucation (which has so far been imperfect in a study of
school expenses under monetary system).

In this article, the following viewpoints have been brought into focus: (1) what is the
policy and methodological idea in systematically materializing this “School Farm
System”, (2) how the village community reacted to the System in the process of its
enforcement and collapse. A concrete analysis has been made in this article as to the
case of “School Farm System” instituted and enforced in Aomori Prefecture in the 11th
-16th years of Meiji.
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