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Distinction of the Period between Ayin ([if3)“Wanqing-xiao
shuoshi“ (W& /N5 ) or a History of the Novels in the Late
Era of Qing (%) and the Novels of that Era.

Toshio Nakajima

Summary

There still is a dispute among scholars of Chinese Literature about the beginning of the
modern period. Even the exact beginning of "Wangqing-Xiaoshuo” (Mgi& /) 8t) is not clear
yet. In this paper the author tries to study Ayin’ (fif3%)s point of view about the periodical
division concerning "W anging-Xiaoshuo” by analyzing "W anqing-Xiaoshuo-shi” ([#t#
/NS ]) written by Ayin, which isits definitive classical criticism and the only study of
the category until recent times.
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