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The Emigrants from Hsi-yii (7)) in
the Tung-wei (3%#) and Pei-ch‘i (t7%) Period

Masaru Goto

Summary

In the Pei-wei (Jt#8) Period, emigrants from Central Asia played the most active parts in
commercial trade with China. In particular, many Sogdians who migrated and settled there, were
more important than any other people.

After Pei-wei was split in half in 534 A.D, the direct trade between Tung-wei (), Pei-ch‘i
(dt7) and Central Asian countries were interrupted by Hsi-wei (##) and Pei-chou (dtF).
Therefore, Tung-wei and Pei-ch‘i began the direct trade with them on a new route via Jou-jan
(ZE#R), by the mediation of T ‘u-yii-hun (H-47) in the Tung-wei Period, and by that of T‘u
-chiieh (Z8f%) in the Pei-ch‘i Period.

Especially during the reign of Hou-chu (#83F : 565~576), the activities of Sogdians became
the most remarkable in various worlds, because he was a famous Hsi-yii (###)-maniac. They
exercised their authorities by making use of their positions of his favorite subjects, or acted as

his special merchants or as usurers among the people. Received Jan. 31, 1990
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