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Deterrent and Protective Immigration Policies
in Massachussets, 1830 - 1852

Kikuyo Tanaka

Summary

Historians who are interested in describing how people have come from all over the world

to North America and how they have formed the population and society of the United States
must answer a vital question. How have the federal or local governments responded to the
foreign immigration? After the Napoleonic Wars, the United States got to enter the great im-
migration era and the local governments of the eastern seaboard tended to take more posi-
tive roles in the immigration policies, both deterrent and protective. Especially, the increas-
ing number of destitute Irish immigrtants forced the coastal states and cities to expand their
poor law provisions at a greater speed. In this paper, I take Massachusetts as a test case,
and examine what immigration policies the Massachusetts authorities put into practice main-
ly between 1830 and 1852 and how they could cope with the social problems such as
poverty which the poor Irish Immigrants brought about in those days.
Moreover, | wish to compare these Massachusetts policies with those of New York or other
major seaboard states. Then I would like to refer to whether these local policies would con-
flict with the rising ideas of federal absolutism and economic liberalism, though American
poor relief systems tended to remain highly localized even in those days.
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(1) KA VENLBALLBRO AP AK

CR 1847 1848 1849 1850 1851 1852 1853 1854 1855 1856 1857 1858 1859 1860
TG
1% ) AR — 1068 2290 1533 1640 2673 2543 2973 3029 3274 2941 993 1472 1339
1V 77K — 1660 3593 3248 3566 2129 1937 2105 1927 1729 1893 529 1129 2509
TANG VK — 10827 22441 19432 17209 13141 14429 16143 6724 6687 5592 2356 4132 3492
A — 30 222 144 191 161 376 441 442 264 527 92 65 68
e B — 13927 29518 24739 23307 19618 21206 24229 14408 14022 12536 4551 7096 7874
TANGTYER%  — T1.7 76.0 78.5 73.8 67.0 68.4 66.6 46.7 47.7 44.6 52.6 58.2 44.3

(=a—a—-7HDHH)
TANTFR%  44.9 52.3 54.1 58.5 60.1 42.3 42.2 27.7 4.7 — — — - -
F A4 v %% 44.9 29.9 27.1 23.0 25.8 42.7 44.8 59.8 2.7 — — — — —

Sources:  Board of State Charities, Public Documents, No.17, Oct. 1877, p.54; Terry Coleman,
Going to America (N.Y., 19), Appendix C X h EH,
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HRMERBE L RROKEBIC & 2300019 C 3 L3 X AERE, FhFROEEE L
DRLOBL D B EnT, SBILEILHBEINDRBWIL VL, I TREKRIBE, BEF, =
BRHBC AR B NTHEL S D - 7ehy, FA L VHMBOSIICAb R L 5 ERINEENY
BArwrERLEOHEMfEEY S - EERTNELLIER T ICE ED D,

ST, BREMO7VERE L TEL, AREOHBIOFEE N —v vy XTHOLRD L 1T -1
ZEiel, BHRORELY S WX THAORERLFEHTREHAIS 2«55, KENCREREAT
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MEAETOHMKAE, EFCL 2558 - BELEICI - Th SHIEHR S,

ML LT, BEDS D HLOBRADARECEMA D < 2 KA E AREHER IZHMT b
fohy, R Te s B KTETE R O M BUF O A BLD F 57 % i 6d B ARERBIE O 5 H TR F#T 5
ol o o, SAEAEBFER Y, BEB, PR, REL IURE 7 E OB R RS S A &
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la—ry SFHEBHOORHBE R - TERBICHRIFRARAY 7 4 ) 212K DT B0, %M
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