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THE ROLE OF GEORGE BANCROFT
IN THE POLK ADMINISTRATION

Ryoichi Egawa

There has been a high regard for George Bancroft as a radical Democrat of the 1830s. In
spite of this practical aspect, he has also been regarded as the authoritative representation
of the Expansionism of the 1840s. Despite this historical significance, very little importance
has been attached to the study of Bancroft as the secretary of the Navy under the Polk
Administration and, consequently, the number of serious studies on this subject is very
small. The purpose of this paper is to fill this academic vacuum. What role did Bancroft
play in what incident? How did he rationalize the apparently contradicting two ideas, his
democratic belief in the 30s and his passion for expansionism in the 40s? This paper will
examine the way he handled a series of foreign policy questions and try to evaluate the con-
tributions he had made and the limitations he has faced arising from his idealistic political
attitude.
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